Loss of " royal oak" and war at sea, november 8, 1939
captures worth considering. Only two ships aggregating 10,000 tons
have been sunk so far by surface action, compared with 212^000
by the U-boats. Of course, in the vast ocean it is only when a
victim is struck down that any trace of the attacker is revealed.
When we remember how seriously the outbreak of these surface
raiders was viewed before the war began, it is a matter of some
reassurance that they have been at large for a considerable time
without any appreciable damage or inconvenience to our trade.
On the other hand, let me again strike the note of warning, because
the element of risk is never absent from us any more than it is from
the raiding enemy. But up to the present not only has the U-boat
campaign been controlled, but also the attack by surface raiders
both by warships or by armed merchantmen has not developed in
any serious way.
At this point I must speak of the remarkable contribution of the
French Navy, which has not for many generations been so powerful
or so efficient. Under the long care of Admiral Darlan and M.
Campinchi, the Minister of Marine, a magnificent fighting and
seafaring force has been developed. Not only have we been assisted
in every way agreed upon before the war, but besides a whole set
of burdens have been lifted o£E our shoulders by the loyal and ever-
increasingly vigorous co-operation of the French Fleet. It seems
to me a wonderful thing that when France is making so great an
effort upon land she should at the same time offer to the Allied
cause so powerful a reinforcement by sea.
The House must not underrate the extreme exertions that are
required from our sailors and our officers, both in the Royal Navy
and in the Merchant Service, in carrying forward almost un-
interruptedly the whole world-wide business of British and Allied
commerce. Happily the reinforcements which are coming to the
fleets and to the flotillas will give an easement which is greatly
needed, both by men and machinery. We must indeed pay our
tribute both to the composure and coolness with which risks are
taken and warded off in the great ships, and to the hitherto
unexhausted energy of the flotilla service. At the Admiralty we are
now in a position to consider some mitigation of these severe con-
ditions ; and without indulging in any over-confident opinion, I
feel after the ninth week of the war, that so far as the sea is
concerned—and the sea has often proved decisive in the end—we
may cherish good hopes that all will be well.
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